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WHEN IS ROLLING STOCK AND ON TRACK MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT IN THE CLEAR? 
 

49 CFR § 218.101 Leaving rolling and on-track maintenance-of-way equipment in the clear 

(a) Each railroad shall adopt and comply with an operating rule which complies with the requirements of this 
section. When any person including, but not limited to, each railroad, railroad officer, supervisor, and 
employee violates any requirement of an operating rule which complies with the requirements of this 
section, that person shall be considered to have violated the requirements of this section. 

(b) Rolling and on-track maintenance-of-way equipment shall not be left where it will foul a connecting track 
unless: 

(1) The equipment is standing on a main track and a siding track switch that the equipment is fouling 
is lined for the main track on which the equipment is standing; or 

(2) The equipment is standing on a siding and a main track switch that the equipment is fouling is lined 
for the siding on which the equipment is standing; or 

(3) The equipment is standing on a yard switching lead track, and the yard track switch that the 
equipment is fouling is lined for the yard switching lead track on which the equipment is standing; 
or 

(4) The equipment is on an industry track beyond the clearance point of the switch leading to the 
industry. 

(c) Each railroad shall implement procedures that enable employees to identify clearance points and a means 
to identify locations where clearance points will not permit a person to safely ride on the side of a car. 

 

   

Discussion:  

In Figure 1 , determine what does or doesn’t meet the requirements of 49 CFR § 218.101 for leaving 
equipment in the clear (consider the straight track to be a main track and that the other track is not a main 
track or siding).  

Would it make a difference if the equipment in Figure 1 is standing on a siding? 

In Figure 2 , determine what does or doesn’t meet the requirements of 49 CFR § 218.101 for leaving 
equipment in the clear (consider the straight track to be a main track and that the other track is not a main 
track).  


